
be regretted by the faithful supporters
of the society. In the sixty concerts
given since its organization, in 1893,
the programmes have included the
best compositions for chorus a capella
and the choir of the society has Justly
attained a national reputation. The
society has inspired the organization
of scores of similar societies throughoutthe country. The publication underthe auspices of the society of the
works of the old Flemish and Italian
schools of polyphonic music, much of
which had theretofore been neglected,
has spread the knowledge of and interestin this form of musical art.
"In ceasing its public activities, however,the society does not intend to relinquishits efforts to encouiage the

culture of choral singing as an art.
in accordance with the deed of gift,
covering the endowment fund raised
by the late president of the society,
Mr. Eugene Delano, this fund now

passes to the trustees of the Institute
of Musical Art. It is hoped and believedthat the Institute of Musical
Art will cooperate with the Musical
Art Society in the furtherance of its
plans to promote the art of choral
singing. It has been suggested that
the Institute of Musical Art establish
a department for the training of choir
singing in which singers will receive
instruction In sight singing, rhythmics,
phrasing, diction, expression and in all
things necessary to choral singing. It
la believed that such training will ulti-
mately develop a chorus capable of
performing the most exacting choral
works in the highest artistic manner."
me pausing 01 me iuua.oti ah au-

ciety removes from the art world of New
York one of Its most beneficent agencies.
The story of the end Is only half told in

I the secretary's letter. The simple facts
are that after activities lasting twenty-
six years the organization has gone out
of existence for want of public support.

In the beginning the society enjoyed
a considerable patronage. Its concerts
were attended by the most cultured
music lovers in the city, and they com-

manded a sufficient degree of general at-
tentlon to bring to them many listeners
of the class set off as possessing social
distinction. But during the last ten
years It has been clear to experienced
ebfvrvers of the musical life of this city
'hat the days of the Mus.cal Art Society
w.-re numbered.
The end had to come, not because of
ny lack of musical material nor because

the undeniable deterioration In tUe
aality of the choir of the society. There

was abundant music of the kind In which
this body special led. Singers were not
difficult to obtain, provided they could
i t- properly paid for their services. The
conductor. Dr. Frank Damrosch, had
lost none of the enthusiasm or devotion
which led him to found the choir.

Decline In Public Title.

The disintegration of tills organization
Is due above all things to the steady and
lamentable decline In public taste which
has hoen an indisputable part of the
musical history of this town In the last
dozen years. Never In ItH existence did
New Vork have such a plethora of musicalentertainment. Never were there
so many music lovers. Never was there
so little acquaintance with the essent n%
of fine art. Never was there such ft demandfor cheap sensationalism and the
exhibition of personality.

Tt is not germane to the purpose of
th# moment to discuss the causes of this
descent, nor Indeed could any good be
accomplished by such a procedure. The
damage Is done and It cannot be undone.
The ngenoles which work the largest
harm to the cause of true musical art
In this town are too strongly Intrencneu
In the general public favor to iosc one

jot of their Influence.
The slncerest music lovers may he

grateful that there is still a sound and
discriminating musical public suflclently
large to provide the concert* of the
Flonialey Quartet, the Philadelphia Orchestraand similar organizations with
paying auditors numerous en ugh to
occujly all the seats. This same discriminatingmusical public leaves thousandsof tickets for concerts unnllurlng
to It to be distributed freely among the
youth of the financial district and the
students In the conservatories.
The positkm of the Musical Art Societywas unique. Its choir was com-

posed of paid professional singers. Its
ohtect was to orrsent to the general pub-
11c the masterpiece* of the early composersof unaccompanied vocal music,
most of which belonx to the treasury of
the Roman Catholic Church. The secular
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as don Jose in "Carmen

eongs of such masters were embraced
the liberal scheme, and to these wi
added part songs, either sacred
worldly, of modern writers.
Instrumental music appeared often

the programmes. Compositions of Bs
and other writers of music not for
inexpert were given as Interludes 1
tween the two parts of the vocal p
gramme. The concerts cost money. I
a tltne this money was forthcoming 1
toward the end It began to look as

only the members of the society woi

furnish the requisite pecuniary founc
tlon. Eugene Delano, president of l
Musical Art, set out to raise $100,0
He died before his purpose was acco

plished. What he had obtained was i

sufficient to finance the concerts. 1
question then was whether the direct<
should continue to go around, hat
hand, or to retire from the field.

Futnre n( Choral Singer*.

In view of the fact that enormous
mands are now made on patrons
musical activities for funds to supp
great orchestras it seemed unlikely tl
anything could be done f r the Mush
Art. The income from the incompli
endowment fund will be applied to tra
ing choristers at the Institute of Mil
cal Art, a conservatory which alrea
has all the necessary machinery in
eratlon.

Just what these choral singers are

ing to do cannot well be told. This
not a prosperous period for choral mus
The population of N.w York is co

posed of heterogeneous elements, aim
none of which has been nurtured
choral music. This population as

chiefly for opera, next for virtuoso p
fornianee (but only of the highest typ
and third for orchestral music. A am

percentage of the people of the city 1<
the most pure and chaste forms of eha
ber music.
The Oratorio Society makes no sitter

to supply the kind of programmes si.

by the Musical Art Society. The Sch
Cantorum enters into the field, but
achievements are bound to differ in so
measure by reason of the difference
the constitution of the two choirs. Tie
Yon has a small choir which special!
in church music of the Roman type,
is rarely heard in the concert hall. 1
Russian cathedral choir emerges fr
the sanctuary at intervals sind reve
the splendors of the northern wors
canticles The choir of the Cathedral
St. John the Divine has once perforn
a similar office for the treasures of
English church.
The cessation of the work of such

agency for good as the Musical
Society could never be more deplora
wjiin a i me prppi'ni lime. i in* rise

sensationalism to supremacy began on
in the- history of music. and there 1
always been need of some combat
force, something to keep the nobl
architectural forms of .the tonal art
fore the public.
At this day we arc almost smothe

under orchestral concerts. In the or

injr week, for exarr.-ile, there will
seven in four days. But no one who
awake to his surroundings can be ml.«
Into the fancy that the numeri
audiences go only to hear the kt
works of the composers, nor do pul
spirited citizens subscribe guuraii
funds to support Impersonal circhesti
The audiences and the Kuarantors al
are for the most part absorbed in
personalities of prima donna conduct!
The virtuoso of the baton can achi

no conquests with the "Improperia"
Palestrina or the "Tenebrie facta? su
of Michael Haydn. That Is perhaps
reason why such an organization as
Musical Art Society retires from
field. The condition is not encour
ins. The travelling opera compi
flourishes. possibly In the course
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MONDAY.

on "Meflstofele," with Mmes. Alda and
ich Easton, Messrs. Glgll and Dldur.
the WEDNESDAY.
be- "PagllaocI,'^ with Mme. Destlnn,
ro" Messrs. Caruso and Denlse; "The
r°r Magic Chimes," with Miss Gall!,
3ut Mr. Bonflgllo.

THURSDAY.
"Carmen," with Miss Parrar and

,j Miss Sundellus, Messrs. Martlnelll
u0 and Rothler.
m- FRIDAY.
iot Matinee, "Parsifal," with Mme. Mat'hezenauer, Messrs. Sembach, Whlteorahill and Didur.
in Evening, "Tosoa," with Mme. Desjtlnn, Messrs. Gigll and Scottl.

SATURDAY.
Matinee, "Oberon," with Mmes. Pon(ie-selle and Howard, Messrs. Semofbach, Diaz and Dua.

ort > ^
1111 time the musical life of this country will
-a' come to be centred In the opera singer

Then it will be a very poor life Indeed,
in- .

£ SEIDEL TO PLAY
3P" AT OPERA CONCERT
SO-
is Toscha Seidel, violinist, will play at

sic. to-night's opera concert at the Metrom-politan. Mmes. Scotney and Gordon and
naM rtiimenne hariu. will sinir Ftlehard
on Hageman will conduct, the orchestra.
«ks "Klisir tl'Amore" will be sung at the
er- Brooklyn Academy of Music on Saturday
e), evening by Mmes. Garrison and Tiffany
la 11 and Messrs. Caruso. De Luca and Mala>vetesta, Mr. Papl conducting,
m- ...

Alfredo Casella's new suite for small
apt orchestra from "Le Cousent sur l'Eau,"
ing will be heard for the first time in Amerolaica at the Aeolian Hall concert of the
Its New York Symphony Orchestra this
me afternoon. The other numbers on the
In programme are Tschalkowsky's Symtrophony So. and Beethoven's Concerto

zes So. 1, in C, for piano, in which Mischa
but Llvitzki will play the solo part. Mme.
[Tie Margaret Matzenuuer will be the soloist
om at the society's pair of concerts In Its
lis historical cycle at Carnegie Hall on
hip Thursday afternoon and Friday evening.
of She 'will slni; Schubert's "Erlking" and

aed Weber's air 'Ocean, Thou Mighty Monthester." The orchestra will play Schu|bert'e "Rosamonde" overture and unfinanisheil symphony, and Mendclss >hn's
Art "Italian" symphony. Albert Contea, the
ble British conductor, who is to visit this
of country on the invitation of Walter
rly Dnmrosch as the guest conductor ol
las the Symphony Orchestra, will sail from
ing England December 11 on board the St w
est Amsterdam. Mr Coates will conduct
be- three concerts of the symphony men, includingthe British programme in the
red Dnmrosch historical cycle at Carnegie
>m- Hall,
be ...

is The next pair of concerts by the Naledtlonnl Symphony Orchestra will be given
diih n Carnegie II ill T i. -day evening and
rat Wednesday afternoon. The soloist will
nlle be Albert Spalding, violinist, who will
itee play Spohr's A minor concerto, "Sccna
as. Cantante." The orchestral numbers are
Ike Ravel'# five children'* pieces, "Ma Merc
the 1'Oye," "Mother Goose," and Tschalirs.kowsky's alxth aymphony, "Pathetic."
eve
of Fritz Krelaler will give hi* second

nt" violin recital of the season tills afteronenoon In Carnegie Hall. He also will
the play at the Yonkers Armory to-morrow
the night. This will be the fourth concert
ag- of the Yonkers Artists' series, which
iny includes four concerts by the National
of Symphony Orchestra and recitals by
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Art World
Mr. Krelaler, Mr. Marttnelll and Miss
Rosa i'onaelle.

The programmes for ihe two concerts
of the 1'hllharmonlc Society this week
are: Thursday evening.Bach, BrandenburgConcerto in F (Mottl), aria based
on organ prelude, "O Man, Thy GrievousSin Bemoan," transcription by
Max Roger; choral and fugue (Abert);
Strauss, symphonic poem, "Till Eulenspicgel";Rouasel, Evocation No. 1 (first
time); Tschaikowsky, fantasle after
Dante, "Franceaca da Rimini." Friday
afternoon, with Alfred Megerlln, concert
master of the orchestra as the soloist, a
"Brahms-Tschaikowsky programme"
will be given as follows: Brahms.
"Tragic" overture, violin concerto;
Trchaikowsky, fantasle after Dante,
"Franceses da Rimini"; Andante Cantabile.March Slav. Next Sunday marks
the beginning of the society's Beethoven
festival, which will further include the

concerts on December 16 and 17.

Mme. Lulsa TetrazzinI will appear

S c^ie
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Loses One
here for the first time this season at the
Hippodrome to-night. Her programme
Includes the mad scene from "Lucia,"
"Caro Nome" from "Rlgoletto" and the
famous air from David's "Perle de
Brestl." 1

i

Francis Rogers at his annual song re-

cital to-inorrow in Aeolian Hall will i

sing a programme of unusual interest, (

Including several old Italian and French
airs. Frank Bibb will be at the piano.

* * *

Sergei Radamsky, tenor, will give his
first recital here at Aeolian Hall to- |
morrow night. His list of airs and
songs Includes three Spanish lyrics from i

the cycle "Cantares di ml Tierra" of
Osma.

* * *

The third concert in the Fuerstman '

aeries In the Newark Armory will feat-
ure Mme. Schumann-Heink in a song re-

cit.-J on Wednesday evening, December

the metropolitan distr'ct before her returnfrom her trip to the Orient, and (
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of Its Mc
will be the second concert she will hi
given In Newark under the same mi
agement in two years.

Percy Grainger, composer-pianist,
tils only piano recital in New York t
reason, on Tuesday at Carnegie Hall, \

play music by Bach. Grieg, Mason, K
mer, Gardiner, Chopin, Albenii, Da
3uion, a Texan composer, and hims<

The Elchuco Trio, at Its first cone
}[ the season, on Tuesday evening
Aeolian Hall, will play three works
:rlo form, Beethoven's in D, opus TO. J
I Ravel's In A minor and Schutl's in
nlnor.

The Friends-of Music will give th
second concert at Carnegie Hall
Wednesday evening. On this occas
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra. Or
Gabrilowitsch, conductor, will be he;
tiere for the first time. Mr. Oabrilowit
ilso will appear as the soloist, play
Mozart's D minor piano concerto. 'J
orchestral numbers will consist
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'it At the Symphony Concert for Young
his People next Saturday In Carnegie Hull di
v'U a Beethoven programme In honor ot he ds
r"~ 150th anniversary of Beethoven's birth lb
vid wIU be given. "S
elf. » th

Other musical events of the week will H
*>rt be Miss Marguerite Potter's song recital co
at "t the Princess Theatre to-day ; KerekinJarto'a thlid violin recital, at Carnegie

Mo. Hall to-morrow night; Mme. Yvonne se
A Dienne's piano recital, Tuesday, in A'

Aeolian Hall ; Miss Nancy Van Kirk's Fi
costume recital of Chinese songs, Tues- cl

lelr day, at the Princess Theatre; George
on Fergusson's song recital, Wednesday, in
ion Aeolian George Beach's piano recital, W
s.'p on Thursday, in Aeolian ; the Misses I>
ard Hose and Ottilie Sutro in a two piano L,<
sch recital, Thursday evening, in Aeolian ; D
inr- \fivia firarft VorthruD'a aontr WV1. uf

riu> <lay, In Aeolian; Ijawrence Haynes's M
ct sons recital, Friday night, In Aeolian; cl
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refined artistic phonograph is
most seriously considered.

lEOLIAN-VOCALION is such a
remarkable new Record to augn
»s, it offers music reproduction 1
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t Agencies
iss Aurore La Croix's piano recital
iturday, in Aeolian, and Boza Oumliff'ssong recital, Saturday evening, la
eollan. «

Mnie. Lydia Llpkowska, Russian prima
>nna, will give a song recital on S3atur»
ly evening at Carnegie Ha l. In her
?t Is an air from Rimsky-KorsokovM
3now Maiden," in which she create®
e loading role at the Imperial Opera
ouse in Petrograd, with the compose*
inducting.

Miss (leorgeanna Claflin will be pig«
nted by Alfred B. Henderson of
eollan Hall at the Princess Theatre oa
riday afternoon In a programme in»
udlng musical monologues.

*

Mme. Nina Tarasova and Miss Helea
'are will crive a Joint recital at the
"xinitton Theutre, Flfty-tlrst street and
Bxlngton avenue, Sunday afternoon,
ecember 5, at 3. Mme. Tarasova will
ng three groups of Russian song*,
iss Ware will give a programme of
osslca! and Hungarian music 1
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